NDP Leader Jack Layton recently announced the party’s platform focused on helping middle-class and working families make ends meet. The plan promises improved public health care, a national child care and learning program, and a comprehensive plan to address growing economic inequality in Canada.
Halifax NDP candidate Megan Leslie says the party’s plan will bring relief to more than 65,000 Nova Scotians living in poverty. 

“I’ve worked with so many low-income individuals in Halifax – seniors, single parents, immigrants, persons with disabilities, the unemployed and the under-employed - who feel they’ve been forgotten by the government,” said Leslie, a graduate of Dalhousie Law School and community legal worker.  
She says that voters must demand that government take action to ensure social and economic rights for all its citizens.

Through her work at Dalhousie Legal Aid, and with other community groups, Leslie has proven herself as a fighter on issues like affordable power rates, energy efficiency, tenant rights, dignity for seniors and persons with disabilities, environmental sustainability, and affordable housing. 

Leslie says she’s proud to be a New Democrat because the NDP “puts social and economic rights on the public agenda.”

The NDP will introduce a Poverty Elimination Act, setting firm targets to significantly reduce the overall poverty rate, and making government accountable to meet these targets. As part of the plan, the NDP will get back into the housing business, allocating 1% of federal spending for truly affordable housing, including building new homes and upgrading existing ones, and providing funding for supportive housing, homelessness services and transitional housing.  
“Many of us know, having services like Metro Turning Point or Adsum House available to people doesn’t address the larger issue of a need for affordable housing,” says Leslie. “Minimum wage workers know that there isn’t a right to fair wage.  And people lining up at Hope Cottage or Parker Street Food Bank know there isn’t a right to social security.”
Leslie says she’s committed to taking these issues to Parliament if she’s elected on October 14th.  

“I am ready to continue the strong NDP voice for Halifax, ensuring poverty and affordability issues are priorities in Parliament.”

