A key plank in the Green Party platform is to establish a Guaranteed Annual Income (GAI) for all.  A GAI could eliminate poverty and allow social services to concentrate on problems of mental health and addiction.  The idea here is to replace the current maze of funding programs with one simple, workable system that puts everyone on a living wage.  The level of payment will be regionally set at a level above the poverty line - but at a bare subsistence level to encourage participants in the GAI program to work toward bringing in additional income.

To address the severe shortage of affordable housing in this country, the Green Party will create a National Affordable Housing Program (NAHP).  The NAHP will provide the Central Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC) with sufficient funds to build 20,000 new and 10,000 rehabilitated affordable units per year for the next ten years.  In addition, rent supplements or shelter assistance will be made available to a further 40,000 low-income households per year.

I could go on but you asked me to keep it short and simple.  There is much more detail available in "Vision Green", the Green Party's policy framework.

You can view the entire document online at http://www.greenparty.ca/files/VisionGreen.pdf. If you have any other

questions about the Green Party, or me as the candidate in Halifax West, I'd be pleased to answer them for you.

